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Our Past
Friends of Historic Preservation was organized in 
1975 as Friends of Old Brick.  This broad-based 
group initially came together over one single but 
important historic landmark: Iowa City’s oldest 
surviving church, the First Presbyterian Church.  
Constructed between 1856 and 1865, this building 
came to be known as “Old Brick.” Its impending de-
molition helped spark a movement in Iowa City that 
has become a national model for community-based 
preservation action. 
In 2007, Friends was recognized by the national Trust 
for Historic Preservation with a national Preserva-
tion Honor Award for the massive recovery effort 
made to protect the historic fabric of the commu-
nity after the April 13, 2006 Tornado. In years prior, 
Friends invested in the community with both volun-
teer labor and funds to restore Iowa City’s Englert 
Theatre, purchased endangered homes in historic 
neighborhoods to restore and return to the commu-
nity as single family residences, and many times stood 
with other citizens and groups to save endangerd 
structures like the Carnegie Library.

Old Brick, saved 

Why Preserve?
Our historic neighborhoods, buildings and structures 
define our community’s identity, character and sense 
of place. They reflect our past and provide us with a 
foundation on which to build the future. Preservation 
of our historical, cultural and architectural heritage 
strengthens our economy and makes Iowa City and 
Johnson County more desirable places to live, work 
and visit.

Are you tired of seeing our  
historic buildings destroyed?
Many of our architectural treasures, such as Old 
City Hall, have been lost in the name of progress and 
development.  You can make a difference. By joining 
Friends and supporting the establishment of his-
toric and cultural districts in Iowa City and Johnson 
County, you can give our architectural history and 
older neighborhoods a chance to survive.

Old City Hall, Iowa City, razed 1961 
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The Salvage Barn
Architectural Salvage Warehouse
The Salvage Barn will be located at the Iowa City 
Landfill through the fall of 2011.  The Salvage Barn will 
relocate to the new Eastside Recycling Center in the 
winter of 2011-12.

Landfill location:  Take Melrose Avenue past 218 
west to Hebl Avenue and turn left for the landfill. 
Look for the sign on the building north of the 
recycling center parking lot.

Eastside location:  Take Highway 6 to Scott 
Boulevard and turn left. The Eastside Recycling Center 
is located at 2401 Scott Boulevard SE.

Phone: 319-351-1875 

Email: salvagebarn@ic-fhp.org.  
Questions will be forwarded to the salvage barn 
manager, and we’ll try to get back to you in a timely 
manner.

Hours:  9am to 1pm every Saturday - March through 
November 15th. Winter hours - 9am to 1pm the first 
and third Saturday of the month, December through 
February. 

Donations:  Please call during operation hours 
to arrange for a donation. The Salvage Barn only              
accepts historic building materials that have been 
gently salvaged and are reusable. www.ic-fhp.org

Hwy 218

Hwy 6



Education
Friends is dedicated to fostering a greater appreciation of 
Iowa City’s historic resources and a better understanding 
of historic buildings, their community value, maintenance, 
and rehabilitation. Preservation education efforts include:

t   Conducting  workshops and consultations on topics 
such as painting, window winterizing, and how to hire   
a contractor.

t   Offering annual tours of historic buildings and adaptive 
spaces.

t   Co-sponsoring the annual Historic Preservation 
Awards.

t   Assistance in completing grant and design review          
applications.

t   Donation of books and videos to libraries.
t   Preservation Community and Information via the  

internet at www.ic-fhp.org.

Rehabilitation
Friends has supported the move and restoration of the 
Wetherby Cottage as well as the rehabilitation of a num-
ber of historic structures in Iowa City. Year round, Friends 
operates the Salvage Barn of architectural and historic 
building parts. The Barn provides a cost effective way for 
owners of older buildings to repair and restore structures 
in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards.

412 Church Street, rehabilitated 

Carnegie Library, saved 

JOIN US!
Your membership contributes directly to the implementa-
tion and expansion of our advocacy,   education and reha-
bilitation programs that encourage the preservation of our 
historic, cultural and architectural heritage.   As a member 
you will receive:

t   Preservation alerts by email about timely preservation 
issues.

t   Invitations to participate in Salvage operations.

t   Volunteer opportunities at the Salvage Barn, Historic 
Preservation Awards Program and special events.

t   Opportunities to meet like-minded friends.

Yes, I would like to become a member of 

Friends of Historic Preservation!

Name(s)_______________________________

Street_________________________________

City	__________________   State	 ___________

Zip	 ____________   Phone	 _______________

Email__________________________________

Membership Levels
o Preservationist	 $25
o Do-It-Yourselfer	 $50
o Rehabber	 $100
o Master Builder	 $200 or more
o Please send me information on volunteer  

opportunities.

Send check or money order with this application to:

	 Friends of Historic Preservation
	 P.O. Box 2001
	 Iowa City, IA  52244

Our Present
  

Advocacy
Friends of Historic Preservation supports the efforts of 
the Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission.   We 
also actively encourage the City Council, the University 
of Iowa and other government bodies to enact policies,             
procedures and guidelines that protect historic properties 
and neighborhoods.  Friends advocates for:

t   Designation of local historic and conservation districts.
t   Designation of local landmarks.
t   Listing of landmarks and historic districts on the      

National Register of Historic Places.
t   Downzoning of older neighborhoods.
t   Conducting historic and architectural surveys of older 

neighborhoods.
t   Implementation of the 2008 Iowa City Historic     

Preservation Plan.
t   Construction of compatible infill, additions and  

other alterations that affect historic buildings in    
neighborhoods.

527 Dubuque Street, lost 

Window rehab workshop

Iowa City:  An Illustrated History

Bluffwood Cottage, lost 

Our Future

511 Church Street, rehabilitated

Englert Theatre, rehabilitated

FHP volunteers saving flooring to be recycled at the Salvage Barn

Credits: 
Bluffwood Cottage & 527 N. Dubuque 
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State Historical Society of Iowa.


